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Overview
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Six mills closed in Oregon in the last nine months. 

Why aren’t mills able to be profitable

What does it mean for forest management



Mill Closures
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Top Issues for NW Mills
• Product Markets

• Labor

• Cost of 
Manufacturing

• Residual Markets

• Log Supply
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Markets
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The Workforce
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
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Labor Shortage
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Source: U.S. Chamber of Commerce



Wage Increases
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Labor Costs Over Time
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Conversion Costs Over Time



Paper Manufacturing Output
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Source: Bureau of Labor and Statistics

Annual real sectoral output (index, 2017=100) for NAICS 
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Mill Closures
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Cosm o Specia lty  Fiber s  r eceives  new  
ow ner ship gr ou p
Goal is  for March reopening pending 
financial audits and repair completions
By Allen Leister •  January 22, 2023 11:38 
am

PCA idles Wallula paper  mill,  lays off hundr eds of wor k er s
•B y W endy Culverwell Tri- City H erald

• May 10, 2023

https://www.thedailyworld.com/author/allen-leister/


Fiber Consumption Trend
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Source: Forest Resources Association
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Log Supply
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West Coast Log Exports
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Impact on Forest Management 
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 Still over 80 mills and whole log chippers in Oregon
Some areas of the state are lacking facilities, particularly on the 

Eastside.

Other areas of the West are less fortunate

Kyle Johnson: Sawmills are closing. How does that effect us?
The truth is the closures will have direct effects and indirect effects, like 
dropping a pebble in a pond. The immediate splash catches your attention, but 
the ripples last much longer and reach much further.
Healthy Forest, Healthy Communities, April 9, 2024



Housing Starts 
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Questions?
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Steve Courtney
Senior Consultant
The Beck Group
Forest Products Planning and Consulting Services
stevec@beckgroupconsulting.com
Cell: (541) 527-2040

mailto:stevec@beckgroupconsulting.com
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