
Supplemental Information to the 
Post & Pole Producers Survey

Intermountain Roundwood Association 
March 14, 2024
Steve Courtney



2

Purpose of the Survey

1. Strengthen the Industry’s Supply Chain
 Understand the volume of raw material required to maintain the industry and the amount that could be used 

at industry capacity
 Understand the sizes and species of material used for roundwood products
 Understand the methods and units of purchasing raw materials 

2. Enhance Knowledge about the Roundwood Industry Including Manufacturing and Markets
 Types of products
 Demand for products
 Marketing
 Size of the industry

3. Identify Strategies to Enhance Industry Vitality
 Understand industry-related issues
 Identify roadblocks to success
 Listen to participants to identify success and ways to achieve it



Post and Pole Producer Map
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Discussion on Information Discovered during the Survey 
 The primary limitations to production were Raw Material Supply and Labor. 

 Generational Change is occurring and will continue.

 Producers reported Strong Demand.

 Markets for Firewood, Shavings and other By-Products are important to the industry.

 Philosophy on Product Pricing varies.

 Access to Broader Market Information could help all producers.

 Communication between producers on industry practices across supply regions could help all regions.



Labor Shortage
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Source: U.S. Chamber of Commerce



Workforce Age
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics



Montana Wood Products Industry
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Demand
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Demand

9

$80.0

$100.0

$120.0

$140.0

$160.0

$180.0

$200.0

5-market steer price

For 2024, USDA’s National Agricultural 
Statistics Service (NASS) forecast predicts 
almond, apple, apricot, grape, pear, 
sweet cherry, and walnut production up 
while peach, tart cherry, and cranberry 
production are expected to decrease.



Firewood
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Cost Comparison
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Pressure Treated 4”x4”x8’ 4”x8’ Pressure Treated Round Wood

2 3/8” Galvanized Steel Post



Sharing Information on Industry Standards
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Opportunities
 The Roundwood Industry Needs to Join the Story of Reducing Fire by Removing Small Trees and 

Sequestering Carbon in Long-lived Products 



Thank You

Western Wood Preservers Institute 
Intermountain Roundwood Association

United States Forest Service
Post & Pole Producers 
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Questions?
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Steve Courtney
Senior Consultant
The Beck Group
Forest Products Planning and Consulting Services
stevec@beckgroupconsulting.com
Cell: (541) 527-2040

mailto:stevec@beckgroupconsulting.com
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